
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 

2nd—NO SCHOOL —Labor Day   

3rd—Regular Schedule Begins-

7:30-2:30 

     —-Girl’s Softball vs Mark Bills at 

Kellar 3:30  

4th —–K-2 Open House 6:00-7:00  

       —-Boy’s Baseball vs Von St. at 

Woodruff 3:30 

5th —-Girl’s Softball vs Lindbergh 

(Stadium  #2) 3:30 

6th —-Boy’s Baseball vs Sterling at 

Woodruff 3:30  

9th-—Riverfront Museum Fieldtrip 

3rd Grade 9:00-12:00  

     —-Girl’s Softball vs Calvin 

Coolidge at Stadium #3 3:30  

     —-Peoria High Auditions for Fine 
Arts School Information posted  on 

Peoria High’s website 

     —-School Board Meeting 6:30 

PM 

10th—Boy’s Baseball vs Harrison at 

WCTC 3:30  

       —-Open House 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Grades 6-7 PM 

12th—-American League Softball 
Championship at Peoria Stadium #1 

3:30  

13th—-NWEA Window Closes All 
Day 
       —-Progress Reports 1 ends 
 
16th—-Boy’s Baseball vs Trewyn at 
John Gwynn 3:30 PM 
 
17th—-Open House 6-8 Grades 
6:00--7:00 PM 
 
18th—-Progress Reports P1 sent 

home 

19th—-Boy’s Baseball vs Glen Oak 

at Woodruff 3:30 PM 

20th —-Field Trip 5th Grade to the 

Riverfront Museum 9:00-12:00  
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OPEN HOUSE DATES 
6:00-7:00 PM 

 
September 4th 

Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd 
Grades 

 
September 10th 

3rd, 4th, 5th Grades 
 

September 17th 
6th, 7th, 8th Grades 

“Home of the Mustangs” 

700 N. MARY 
PEORIA, IL 61603 
PHONE (309) 672-6542  FAX (309) 676-6615 

The printing of this document was paid in 
part by Federal Title 1 Funds. 

NEWS and Notes 

Welcome, students and parents, to a brand new 
school year!  We’re off to a fantastic start and 
are looking forward to working with you and 
your students during the 2019-20 School Year.  
Over the course of the year we will 
communicate with you through many different 
means.  Please make sure that all contact 
information, including phone number and 
address, are current so we can continue to 
share the exciting things happening at school! 

 Starting Tuesday September 3rd, we will 
start our normal schedule from 7:30 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m.   

 Any day your student is absent, please contact 
the school at 672-6542 to let one of our 
secretaries know so your student’s absence can 

be excused. 

 We now have a Facebook Page!  Please 
follow and “like” Lincoln K8 School 
(@LincolnK8Mustangs) to have access to 
reminders and updates on your Facebook 
feed. 

On occasion, a visit to your student’s teacher may be 
in order to discuss academic progress, behavior, or 
any other topic related to success at school.  Please 
refer to the Parent/Student Handbook. 

 (located on the school website) for more 
information regarding visiting policies.  
Thank you for your assistance in this 
matter. 

 We have a few new faces at Lincoln K-8 
this year!  Please help us welcome the 
following staff members to our building: 

-Patricia Avery Interventionist 
-Felicia Beeney, Bilingual 1st Grade 
-Kathy Welsh, 2nd Grade 
-Aisha Mohammed, 3rd Grade 
-Densie Timberlake, 3rd Grade 
-Rachel Boudreau, 6th Grade 
-Naomi Stapleton, 8th Grade 

Tom Blumer 

Principal 

 

Michelle Cruz 

Assistant Principal 

 

Heidi Baron 

Assistant Principal 

 

Noly Branscumb 

Assistant Principal 
https://www.peoriapublicschools.org/Domain/1358  

Our Vision: “Ignite in every Lincoln student the ability to realize 

and achieve their potential in a diverse global community.” 

INSTRUCTIONAL COACH 

Hello Lincoln families, my name 
is Crystal Monast, and I am the 
Instructional Coach here at 
Lincoln K-8. The role of the 
instructional coach is to build 
teacher capacity as well as the 
teacher's understanding of 
instructional practices.  
 
An instructional coach is a 
learner who models continuous 
improvement, lifelong learning, 
and goes above and beyond to 
ensure student success. They 
are responsible for ensuring high
-quality instruction in classrooms 
through modeling, co-planning, 
co-teaching and providing 
feedback to teachers. The 
instructional coach will 
demonstrate and model a 
passion for urban education 
reform and leadership.  



 

been a Registered Nurse with Peoria Public Schools 
for 21 years. I am in charge of Lincoln K-8, oversee 
the LPN at Roosevelt, and am on-call for emergencies 
at WCTC. I also prepare and attend IEP meetings for 
both Lincoln K-8 and Roosevelt students.  

My nursing duties consist of: checking and entering all 
health records; writing health plans for students with 
medical needs; checking new medication forms/
creating log sheets/administering and documenting 
dispensing of medications; providing first aid; 
assessing injured or ill students and acting 
accordingly; contacting parents for various medical/
health needs or requirements; caring for staff 
members; and much, much more at times. I am not 
allowed to prescribe medications, nor am I allowed to 
give to students any materials such as lotions, chap 
stick, or over-the-counter remedies such as Tylenol or 
cough drops. I will do my best to care for the students 
here at Lincoln K-8, as I have done so for the students 
of Peoria Public Schools for 21 years. I can say this 
has not been a job, but a calling, one I truly love.  
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ACCELERATED READER (AR) 

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computer program that 

helps teachers and parents manage and monitor 

children’s independent reading practice. Your child 

picks a book at his own level and reads it at his own 

pace. When finished, your child takes a short quiz on 

the computer. (Passing the quiz is an indication that 

your child understood what was read.) AR gives 

children, teachers, and parents feedback based on 

the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help 

your child set goals and direct ongoing reading 

practice. 

Children using AR choose their own books to read, 

rather than having one assigned to them. This 

makes reading a much more enjoyable experience 

as they can choose books that are interesting to 

them. Teachers help your child choose books at an 

appropriate readability level that are challenging 

without being frustrating, ensuring that your child can 

pass the quiz and experience success. 

Students who have books at home or the public 
library can go to the website AR Bookfind and type 
in the title to find out the Book Level and its point 
value.  Please use this link to help find the book 
level, point value and quiz numbers. http://
www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx 

Last year, Lincoln K-8 accomplished something that 
no other school in District 150 accomplished.  100% 
of our students took and passed an AR test.  Also, 
Damila Collins, a Lincoln student, was the Top AR 
student for the entire district with 707.2 points.  We 
hope not only to meet those accomplishments this 
year, but to surpass them.  

COUNSELOR 

Hello from your friendly neighborhood school 
counselor Leah Royer! Now that we are getting into 
the swing of things I will be reaching out to grade 
levels to schedule a brief classroom presentation for 
students.  

After the presentation I will be pulling students one-
by-one out into the hallway to conduct “Minute 
Meetings” with each and every student. I utilize the 
information gleaned from these meetings to identify 
any pressing needs students may have and begin to 
collect names of potential small group members.  

As always, if you have a gut feeling that something is 
“off” with a student please don’t hesitate to send me 
an email and I can take a closer look. I am so proud 
to be part of this amazing staff and excited to see 
what our students can achieve throughout the 2019-
2020 school year!  

Thank you so much for all you do – I am continually 
impressed by the talent and dedication our staff 
exhibits each and every day! In the immortal words of 
Alvin Riley, “It’s what we do!” 

PBIS 

We successfully completed the escape rooms 
PBIS activity where students went around the 
building and discussed expectations in an 
engaging way. We are ready, respectful, 
responsible, and safe!  Check with your student or 

their teacher on their classroom rewards system 
and be sure to sign up such as Class Dojo! It's a 
great way to see how your child is doing and what 
they are doing in class!    

SCHOOL NURSE 

Hello, Mustangs and Mustang Parents. My name 
is Ms. Ringenberg, soon to change to Mrs. Gravitt, 
but known to the students as “Nurse Kathy”. I have  

CHILDREN’S HOME THERAPIST 

 

My name is Andrew Goodell and I am a school-based 
therapist working for the Children's Home Association 
of Illinois. I'm pleased about partnering with Lincoln K-
8 again this academic school year. On an as needed 

http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx
http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx


I work with children to boost self-esteem, foster social/
emotional skills, and to provide counseling services. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these services, 
or would like to schedule a meeting to 
discuss supports for your child, please contact me @ 
andrew.goodell@psd150.org OR #672-49121. Thank 
you! 
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AVID 
 

What is AVID?  AVID is a school-wide system that is 
implemented in all grades K-8.  Teachers use 
strategies to engage students in higher-order 
thinking!  In grades 6th-8th, there is an AVID elective 
class that students can apply and interview to be 
in.  These students take enriched math and work on 
strategies for success in the classroom.  They have 
committed to higher education and stay focused by 
working hard toward their goals!  We are preparing 
all of our students for college and career readiness! 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

If a student has a desire to give back to the 
community, help others, and show leadership skills 
they should seek an application for Student Council 
from Mr. Jamirson. Applications are due August 30, 
2019. Our first meeting will be Monday Sept. 9th 
after school in room 129.  
 

SCHOOL PICTURES 

School Picture Day will be on Friday October 4th, 
2019.  Lifetouch Studios will be taking pictures of our 
students.  More information regarding dress for 
pictures and order forms will be sent home prior to 
the day.  Be sure to mark your calendars!!! 

INTERVENTIONS 

Hello – My name is Mrs. Avery and I am the new 
interventionist at Lincoln. I am enjoying beginning my 
30

th
 year in education in this new role. My goals for 

the 2019-2020 school year are to deliver school wide 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions (extra support) in 
reading and/or math. This additional support is based 
on your child’s score on a series of their NWEA tests. 
School tutors and I will implement the interventions 
and progress monitoring within groups and with 
individual students as well as keeping you posted of 
their progress and how you can best support your 
child’s learning. One way you will be able to support 
your child’s learning at home is to access the 
district’s new online reading program. The new 
reading program, Waterford, will be limited to our K-2 
students, but you will be able to access at home to 
provide support with your child’s early reading goals. 
There will be more information sent home soon about 
the Waterford program and the access 
qualifications.  I am looking forward to working with 
your children and will be contacting you soon if your 
child will be part of any reading or math intervention.   

PTO 

We are looking forward to a great year with great 

parents!  Please sign up at your student’s OPEN 

HOUSE. We will contact you if you are willing to be a 

part of the PTO. We look forward to seeing all of you 

bring your gifts and talents to this committee.  Lincoln 

K-8 students need for you to get involved. Thank you. 

Back to school means back to athletics, as well!  
September is one of our busier months in the school 
year with Baseball, Softball, Boys’ Soccer, and Girls’ 
Basketball. 

Athletics at Lincoln are open to middle school 
students (5th-8th grade) and are contingent on 
students meeting the following conditions: 

-Students must have a current sports physical; this is 
often different than a medical physical performed for 
inclusion at school.   

-Students must meet specific academic standards.  

-Students must display appropriate conduct at 
school and any after-school activities.  Students not 
meeting this standard may be benched for a game 
by their coach or an administrator.  Students who 
receive an Out of School Suspension will be 
removed from a team’s roster and will not be 
allowed to participate for the remainder of that 
sport’s season.  

Thank you for encouraging your middle school student 
to participate in sports.  We’re looking forward to 
another successful year in Mustang Athletics!!! 

“Our mission is to help students to be productive 

citizens by developing academic, social, emotional, 

higher order thinking skills, and peacemaking skills 

that will prepare them for high school, college and 

their future careers in a welcoming environment of 

mutual respect, nonviolence, and trust.” 

-Lincoln K-8 Mission Statement 

ATHLETICS 


